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CONTACT
INFORMATION

Syracuse University
Department of Philosophy
541 Hall of Languages
Syracuse, NY

Email: anantoni@syr.edu
WWW: www.antoniofreiles.com

AOS Metaphysics, Philosophy of Language, Social Philosophy

AOC Normative Ethics, Epistemology

EDUCATION Syracuse University (SU), Syracuse, NY.

Ph.D. Candidate, Philosophy, GPA: 4.0/4.0.

Dissertation Title: The Properties of Social Identities.

Dissertation Committee: Erica Shumener, Martín Abreu Zavaleta, Ben Bradley.

Abstract: The social identities we inhabit, such as our jobs, religions, or political orien-
tations, significantly shape our lives. This dissertation makes progress on three intuitions
about how social identities do so. It begins by discussing the intuition that, for some, a
social identity is a defining feature of who they are, and then turns to whether successfully
performing a speech act depends in part on the identity we inhabit. With respect to these two
intuitions, the dissertation argues that current theories in social ontology and the philosophy
of language struggle to account for them. Finally, the dissertation examines the duties we
bear in virtue of the identities we hold. The resulting account is that a proper metaphysical
view of social identities, paired with an anti-aggregative analysis of benefits and harms, can
vindicate the intuition that social identities generate duties to ourselves and to others.

M.A., Linguistics, Concentration: Natural Language Processing, May 2025, GPA: 4.0/4.0.

Area Exams: Syntax, Phonology, Sociolinguistics, and Natural Language Processing.

University of Italian Switzerland (USI), Lugano, CH.

M.A., Philosophy, July 2022, GPA: 9.75/10, Summa cum Laude.

Exchange Semester: Université de Genève, Geneva, CH, Fall 2021.

B.A., Philosophy at FTL, USI-affiliated, July 2020, GPA: 9.9/10, Summa cum Laude.

Exchange Semester: University of St Andrews, St Andrews, UK, Fall 2019.

PUBLICATION “The Truthmaking Account of Ontological Dependence”. Forthcoming in Erkenntnis.

UNDER REVIEW A paper formulating a version of Material Plenitude based on a hyperintensional notion of
essence.

A paper raising some general issues for accounts of grounding formulated with the tools of
truthmaker semantics.

A paper investigating whether successful uptake of illocutionary acts varies depending on the
social identity of the speaker.
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FELLOWSHIPS &
GRANTS

Summer Dissertation Fellowship, SU, Summer 2026. ($4,500)
Awarded to a group of thirty outstanding doctoral students across the university to facilitate progress
towards their Ph.D. dissertation.

Syracuse University Research Excellence Dissertation Grant, SU, Spring 2026. ($3,000)
Awarded to ten students across the university to support research expenses related to dissertation comple-
tion.

Joint Research Grant, Departments of Languages, Literatures, and Linguistics & Philosophy,
SU, Spring 2025. ($750)
Awarded for the completion of the paper Does Who Speaks Matter?

Philosophy Department Summer Research Fellowship, SU, Summer 2024. ($750)
Awarded to the three best research projects in the department to fund continued work over the summer.

Professional, Academic, and Creative Work Grant, SU, 2023, 2024, and 2025. ($1,400)
Awarded to graduate students across the university who are speakers at professional conferences.

Summer Pre-Dissertation Fellowship, SU, Summer 2023. ($4,500)
Awarded to a group of thirty outstanding doctoral students across the university to facilitate progress
towards a milestone in their Ph.D.

Leonardo Foundation Scholarship, USI, Spring 2022. (≈ $4,100)
Awarded yearly to master’s students across the university to pay for one semester of tuition on the basis of
academic merit.

Fidinam Foundation Scholarship, CH, Spring 2021–Spring 2022. (≈ $12,500)
Awarded to cover room, board, and tuition expenses on the basis of academic merit.

Reginaldus Foundation Scholarship, CH, Fall 2020–Spring 2021. (≈ $8,300)
Awarded to cover two semesters of full tuition for students with a GPA higher than 9/10 in their B.A.

Foundation for the Lugano Faculties Scholarship, USI, Fall 2020. (≈ $4,100)
Awarded to the best twenty-five students starting their M.A. across the university to cover one semester of
full tuition, based on undergraduate GPA.

Aristotle College Scholarship, CH, Fall 2017–Spring 2020. (≈ $25,000)
Awarded to cover room and board costs for students with a GPA higher than 9/10 in their B.A.

Contributo Sociale, USI, Fall 2017–Spring 2020. (≈ $6,200)
Awarded to cover tuition costs based on two factors: a GPA higher than 8/10 in their B.A. and financial
need.

HONORS &
AWARDS

Finalist for the 2026 Marc Sanders Prize in Metaphysics.
The paper Material Plenitude for Fineans, although ultimately not published in Oxford Studies in Meta-
physics, was one of the four finalists selected from fifty-four submissions.

Syracuse University Outstanding Teaching Assistant Award, SU, Spring 2026.
Awarded to thirty-six teaching assistants and primary instructors university-wide for teaching excellence.

Syracuse University’s Certificate in University Teaching & Future Professoriate Program, SU,
Spring 2024–Spring 2026.
Awarded jointly by the Graduate School and the academic department to recognize readiness to assume
teaching responsibilities.

Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society Induction, SU, Spring 2025.
Awarded by invitation to graduate students in the top 10% of their class.
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TEACHING
EXPERIENCE

Syracuse University, Syracuse, NY

Primary Instructor

Theories of Knowledge & Reality Spring 2026
Introduction to Moral Theory Spring, Fall 2025
The Meaning of Life, Online Summer 2024, 2025

Teaching Assistant

Philosophy Through Film, Instructor: Chris Noble. Fall 2024
Logic, Instructor: Michael Rieppel. Spring 2024
The Meaning of Life, Instructor: Verena Erlenbusch-Anderson. Fall 2023
Critical Thinking, Instructor: Erica Shumener. Spring 2023
Theories of Knowledge & Reality, Instructor: Robert Van Gulick. Fall 2022

University of Italian Switzerland, Lugano, CH

Teaching Assistant

Logic II, Instructor: Vittorio Morato. Spring 2021

Johns Hopkins Center for Talented Youth, Baltimore, MD

Teaching Assistant at Dickinson College’s campus, PA

Philosophy & Exploring Ethics. Summer 2024
Instructors: Marissa Espinoza & Spencer Case.

CONFERENCES “Does Who Speaks Matter?”

FAX5, Lake Forest, IL, 20–21 March 2026.

Eastern APA Papers in Progress Workshop, Baltimore, MD, 7 January 2026.

2nd CNY Philosophy of Language Workshop, Syracuse University, NY, 17 October 2025.

* Joshua Knobe’s Philosophy Lab, Yale University, CT, 18 April 2025.1

“Material Plenitude for Fineans”

2026 UT-Austin Graduate Philosophy Conference, Austin, TX, 27–28 February 2026. Com-
mentator: Jens Jäger.

* Metaphysical Mayhem: Rutgers, 2025, New Brunswick, NJ, 19–23 May 2025.

The 20th Annual USC-UCLA Philosophy Graduate Conference, Los Angeles, CA, 5 April
2025. Commentator: Jin Zeng.

* Faculty/Grad Lunch Talk, Syracuse University, Syracuse, NY, 11 November 2024.

Annual Toronto Graduate Philosophy Conference, Toronto, ON, 18 October 2024. Com-
mentator: Patrick Fraser.

Eastern APA Symposium, New York City, NY, 18 January 2024. Under the title: Essential
Plenitude. Commentators: Ned Markosian & Dana Goswick.

“The Truthmaking Account of Ontological Dependence”

Eastern APA Papers in Progress Workshop, New York, NY, 8–11 January 2025.

Ontological Dependence, Grounding and their Applications, Padova, IT, 27 May 2024. On-
line.

The 2023 Joint Session (Open Session), London, UK, 8 July 2023. Under the title: Rescuing
the Modal Account of Ontological Dependence.

1Non-peer-reviewed talks are indicated with ‘*’.
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6th Italian Conference in Analytic Metaphysics, L’Aquila, IT, 22 June 2022. Under the title:
A Fine-Grained Account of Ontological Dependence.

Summer School on Truthmaker Semantics, Lugano, CH, 17 June 2022. Under the title: A
Truthmaker Approach to Ontological Dependence.

Logic and Philosophy: Historical and Contemporary Issues, Vilnius, LT, 27 May 2022.
Online. Under the title: A Truthmaker Semantics Approach to Ontological Dependence.

* eidos the Centre for Metaphysics, Geneva, CH, 24 March 2022. Under the title: Exact
Containment and Existential Dependence.

“If Numbers, then Internal Relations”

ECAP11, Vienna, AT, 21 August 2023.

Salzburg Conference for Young Analytic Philosophy, Salzburg, AT, 9–11 September 2021.
Online. Under the title: On the Irreducibility of Internal Relations.

ic.SoAP.2021, Geneva, CH, 1 May 2021. Online. Under the title: Essential Properties are
Not Enough.

COMMENTARIES Metaphysics in the Blue Ridge, Blacksburg, VA, 6 June 2025. Comments on Maegan Fairchild’s
“Sentimental Kinds”.

Eastern APA, New York, NY, 11 January 2025. Comments on Owen Clifton’s “Does the Value
of Rational Activity Explain the Badness of Human Extinction?”

Central APA, New Orleans, LA, 23 February 2024. Comments on Yasha Sapir’s symposium
talk “Vague Assertions”.

SERVICE Member of the SU Philosophy of Language Lab directed by Martín Abreu Zavaleta, Spring
2026–ongoing.

Teaching Mentor for the Graduate School at Syracuse University, Summer 2026.

Colloquium Assistant for the Philosophy Department at Syracuse University, Fall 2025–Spring
2026.

Reviewer for the Syracuse University Graduate Philosophy Conference, Spring 2023, 2024,
2025, 2026.

Founder and Organizer of the Metaphysics Workshop Writing Group at Syracuse University,
Summer 2025–ongoing.

Co-founder and Co-organizer, with Gus Turyn, of the Cornell-Syracuse Philosophy Graduate
Students Workshop, Fall 2025, 2026.

Co-founder and Co-organizer, with Minseok Kim, of the Higher-order Metaphysics Reading
Group at Syracuse University, Summer 2024.

Student Representative to the Graduate Student Organization for the Department of Philosophy,
Syracuse University, Fall 2023–Spring 2025.

Chair of Hüseyin Güngör’s talk Fine-Graining Modality with Modal States at “Truthmaker
semantics and related approaches” held at NYU Florence, 5–7 June 2023.

Co-organizer, with Brett Blitch, of the Syracuse University Graduate Philosophy Conference,
24–25 March 2023.

Member of the American Philosophical Association, Fall 2022–ongoing.

Student Assistant for the Master in Philosophy at USI, Fall 2020–Summer 2021.

LANGUAGES English (Fluent), Italian (Native), Latin (Reading), and Ancient Greek (Reading)
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REFERENCES Erica Shumener
Syracuse University
eshumene@syr.edu

Ben Bradley
Syracuse University
wbradley@syr.edu

Martín Abreu Zavaleta
Syracuse University
mabreuza@syr.edu

Joshua Knobe
Yale University
joshua.knobe@yale.edu

Michael Rieppel (teaching)
Syracuse University
morieppe@syr.edu

5 of 5

mailto:eshumene@syr.edu
mailto:wbradley@syr.edu
mailto:mabreuza@syr.edu
mailto:joshua.knobe@yale.edu
mailto:morieppe@syr.edu

	Contact  Information
	AOS
	AOC
	Education
	Publication
	Under Review
	Fellowships & Grants
	Honors & Awards
	Teaching Experience
	Conferences
	Commentaries
	Service
	Languages
	References

